“Biobank Networks, Cancer Research and Better Global Cancer Care”

An Interactive Conference featuring members of

The Marble Arch Working Group for International Biomedical Biobanking 

hosted by Biobank Ireland 
in association with Molecular Medicine Ireland

Venue: Croke Park Conference Centre, Dublin, Wednesday, April 9th, 2008. 

ALL WELCOME

Provisional Programme

Time 


Title, Speaker / Session
8.30-9am
 
Registration

9am 
Welcome by Professor E Gaffney, St James’ Hospital & Trinity College Dublin, and Biobank Ireland


Welcome by Dr R Barrington, CEO,  Molecular Medicine Ireland

9.20am


Cameo Introductions to Marble Arch Members; summary of goals




Chair: E Gaffney




9.30am


Overview: Cancer Biobank Networks, Marble Arch Presenter - TBA

10 am
Official Conference Opening by The Minister for Health and Chillden, Mary Harney TD
10.15 – 10.45am 
Integrating and Resourcing Pathology for the Spanish Tumour Bank Network 
M Morente (CNIO Madrid)
Chair: DMMC PI (TBA)

10.45- 1100am
Morning Coffee Break
11.15am 
Biobanking and People: short presentations - Chair TBA
A Cancer Specialist Nurse

Histopathology Specialist Registrar

Research scientists

A Cancer Survivor

Questions and Answers

12.15pm- 1pm
Why we need biobanking for Translational Cancer Research 

Professor P Johnston, Consultant Medical Oncologist, Belfast City Hospital and Professor of Oncology, Queen’s University, Belfast)

1pm – 2pm 

Lunch Break 

Afternoon session

2pm – 3.15pm 
Breakout Sessions (Session leaders, and some co-leaders will be Marble Arch Group members)

The Privacy Trade-off                            Peter Goebell (Germany)

Quality control of biological specimens

 and the Role of Pathology

Gerry Thomas (Wales CB)
Biobank Funding                                   Peter Geary (Canada)

Academic research

& industrial partnerships                     Fay Betsou (Amiens, France), P de Blasio (Milan)

Informatics                                            Roger Bjugn (Norway)

Building Networks                                  Peter Riegman (Netherlands)

Ethics in Biobanking:                           Paula Kim (patient advocate US)
Biobanking: the way forward                Manolo Morente (CNIO, Madrid, Spain)
Biobanks and Clinical Trials                         Alexander Passioukov (EORTC, Brussels)
Biobanks create benefits for hospitals            Fernando Soares (Brazil)
3.15pm– 3.30pm 

Afternoon Coffee, followed by 
3.30pm – 4.15pm 
Evaluation and Feedback from Breakout sessions - Chair P. Geary 

4.15pm- 5pm 
Keynote Presentation: Patient Advocates and Cancer Biobanking 

Paula Kim, PanCan and TRAC, California, USA 

5 – 5.15pm


Questions 
5,30pm


CONFERENCE END
PURPOSE OF CONFRENCE on April 9th 

This conference has been made possible by Marble Arch Group members agreeing to extend forward by one day the meeting in Dublin planned for April 10th and 11th. The purposes of the April 9th meeting “Biobank Networks, Cancer Research …” in Croke Park are:

1) To enable diverse Irish biobanking stakeholders to interact and network with world leaders from many different countries,

2) To increase awareness of the potential of a biobank network to enable translational cancer research in Ireland to contribute eventually to better cancer care worldwide,

3) To inform the Minister, healthcare officials and professional bodies of the benefits and challenges of implementing a new Irish cancer biobanking infrastructure.

Eoin Gaffney MD

February 21st, 2008

