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Minutes of AGM held on April 28th 2006

Present
Dr. Davida De La Harpe (President)

Dr. Anna T. Clarke

Dr. Patricia Fitzpatrick

Dr. Fenton Howell

Dr. Joan O Donnell

Dr. Patrick O Sullivan

Dr. Annette Rhatigan

Dr. Mary Scully

Dr. Emer Shelley

Apologies
Professor Ian Graham

Dr. Derval Igoe

Dr. Howard Johnson

Dr. Siobhan Jennings

Minutes of AGM on April 14th 2005

The minutes were agreed.  

Jacqueline Horgan Bronze Medal (JHBM) 

The JHBM Registrar’s Prize meeting was held in November 2005 at the Royal College of Physicians in Kildare Street.  It was very well attended however the costs and the number of abstracts submitted had increased by over 100% on the previous year. The standard of the presentations was very high. Dr. Gillian Paul, Department of Public Health & Primary Care, Trinity College Dublin won the bronze medal for a presentation entitled: “Dublin Bar Staff: Experience of the smoking Ban: Before and After Study”.  However the costs incurred were substantial at approximately 1,000 Euros. This was due to the conference cost of the venue. It was agreed that the JHBM meeting would continue to be held in Dublin for the foreseeable future and the option of holding the meeting at a venue outside of Dublin will remain under consideration for future years.  

It was also reiterated that the objectives of the JHBM are to provide a forum for SpRs in training and also junior researchers to present their work.   In addition, it aims to give them an opportunity to present their research to a wider audience.    

Section meetings

Six meetings of the section were held during 2005/2006.  Meeting participants deemed the attendance rate satisfactory. The current format of two speakers presenting different aspects of the same topic followed by questions was also deemed suitable. The meetings continued to be held at 6.30pm in International House. Varying views were expressed regarding the suitability of the time and it was noted that the main reason for holding the meetings at this time is logistical as International House closes at 8pm and currently there is no alternative accommodation available.  It is proposed to continue to hold the meetings at 6.30pm for 2006/2007 season.  This will be reviewed when RCPI in Kildare Street is re-opened later in the year. It was also agreed that to hold five meetings per season rather six.  

Financial Report 

The section continued to seek sponsorship and patronage with positive results. Dr. Johnson reported that the section had received donations to support the JHBM meeting from a number of universities, public health departments and other agencies. Dr. De La Harpe extended gratitude to all sponsors/patrons.  Dr. Johnson stated that the current balance in section funds was 2,379 Euro in credit.  The meeting was also informed the all the section’s finances will be managed by RAMI in the future.  This is the result of reforms within RCPI to standardise financial practice across all RAMI sections.  It was agreed that various agencies would be asked to support the section financially for the 2006/2007 season. This would support and facilitate activities within the section e.g. ensuring that payment was available if necessary for abstract publication or towards expenses for the JHBM meeting and also for providing tokens of appreciation to guest speakers.  

Council Membership.

Dr. De La Harpe completed her term of office and was thanked and congratulated by Dr. O Donnell and all meeting participants.  Dr. Joan O Donnell was elected as the new president and Dr. Johnson as the new secretary. The council membership was discussed.  The council can have 6 members and 1 SpR.  Drs. Cotter, Johnson, O Sullivan, Rhatigan and Staines will continue on the council.  It was agreed to seek nomination for an SpR to join the council. 

Section Membership

It was agreed that further efforts would be made to recruit new members to the Section.  Dr. O Donnell will liaise with Ms. Helen Moore re the number of new members who joined the section during 2005/2006.  

AOB

Dr. Anna Clarke thanked Dr Davida De La Harpe as outgoing president for your huge contribution to the section.  Dr. Clarke also thanked all council members and support staff at RCPI for organising the section’s meetings during the 2005/2006 season.  It was agreed that the council members would meet in May 2006 to discuss the programme for the 2006/2007 season.  


