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Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland

Section of Epidemiology and Public Health

AGM

April 3rd 2008
RCPI Frederick House, Frederick St. Dublin 2

Present:
Dr. Joan O'Donnell

Dr. Howard Johnson

Prof. Leslie Daly

Dr. Anna Clarke
Dr. Pasqueline Lyng

Dr. Mary O'Meara

Dr. Mary Conlon

Dr. David Weakliam

Dr. Suzanne Cotter

Dr. Fenton Howell

 

Dr. Patrick O'Sullivan

Apologies:  
Dr. Helena Murray



Dr. Lelia Thornton
                        Dr. Gerardine Sayers
The President, Dr. Joan O’Donnell, welcomed all members present to the Section’s AGM.

1. The minutes of the last AGM held on March 15th, 2007 were approved. There were no amendments.

2. The Jacqueline Horgan Bronze Medal meeting was discussed:

The Bronze Medal had been won by Dr. Jane Whelan from the Department of Public Health, HSE South in Kilkenny for her paper ‘That is no country for old men? Being old in Ireland: a fit state?’  There were a good number of entrants this year, with 18 abstracts being submitted.  The meeting was held in the College in the afternoon in the downstairs lecture theatre.  Attendance was felt to be reasonable with the lecture theatre being half full.  The papers that were selected for presentation were excellent and the ensuing questions were good.  The judges were Dr. Patricia Fitzpatrick, Dr. Darina O’Flanagan and Dr. Bob McDonnell.  The meeting was the Sections major expenditure for the last year as it cost over €1,000, most of which went to the hire of the room and the refreshments that were provided.

The discussion then turned to future Bronze Medal meetings.  The timing and venue were considered, whether it should be held in the evening and whether it should be in Frederick Street.  The possibility of holding the Jacqueline Horgan Bronze Medal competition during the Faculty’s Summer Scientific Meeting was considered.  The meeting also considered how to get more submissions (although it was felt that there had been a reasonable number for this year’s prize) and how to improve the attendance.  Other similar prize meetings were considered.  It was felt that we should market the meeting more among the PMOs, SMOs (Public Health and Community), SpRs and MPH students and advertise it more widely.

The consensus was that the next Bronze Medal meeting should be held in November, in the afternoon, in Dublin and in the RCPI Offices in Frederick Street to save on expense.  It was also agreed that it should not be held in conjunction with the Faculty’s Scientific Meeting.

The President expressed her sincere gratitude to Ms. Helen Moore, Dr. Howard Johnson and Dr. Anthony Staines for their assistance in organising last year’s meeting.

3. The Section meetings were reviewed:

It was felt that the variety of topics had been good with some excellent speakers (see Appendix 1).  Attendance, however, continues to be poor.  Practical topics were noted to attract better audiences.  After some discussion, it was decided to hold the meetings for the coming season 2008/2009 on Wednesday evenings at 6.00 for 6.30 p.m. in Frederick Street.  It was felt that the present format with two speakers and time for questions/discussion was good and should continue to be used, but that the timing and format should be continually reviewed to ensure that they remain optimal to maximise attendance.
The President again expressed her sincere gratitude to Ms. Helen Moore for her assistance in organising all of last year’s meetings.

4. Financial Report:

This was presented by the Secretary/Treasurer, Dr Howard Johnson.  The Treasurer thanked the Section’s patrons for their continuing support during the year, particularly the Health Service Executive.  The income for the year had been €1,426.  The major expenditure during the year had been was on the Jacqueline Horgan Bronze Medal meeting, which had cost over €1,000 including the cost of hiring the RCPI, with other expenses including gifts for the speakers and refreshments.  At the end of the year there was a surplus to be carried over of €155, in addition to the reserves of €2,700, giving a balance at year-end of €2,855.

The consensus was that the same patrons should be asked for their support in the coming year and that the sponsors should be acknowledged during the Section meetings and on the meeting notices, which are circulated, including those for the Jacqueline Horgan Bronze Medal meeting.

5. Election of Officers:

Dr. Patrick O’Sullivan was elected President for a two-year term.

Dr. Howard Johnson indicated that he was willing to continue in the position of Secretary/Treasurer for another term.

From the present Council Members, Dr. David Weakliam indicated his willingness to continue on the Council and Dr. Joan O’Donnell, who was stepping down at the end of her term as President, indicated that she would also be willing to continue to serve on the Council for another year.  Dr. Annette Rhatigan had indicated that she would not be able to continue to serve on the Council and she was thanked for her contribution.

Dr. Mary Conlon offered to join the Council and was elected.

Drs. Paul Kavanagh and Helena Murray, who were not present at the meeting, were to be asked whether they would be willing to continue to serve on the Council and, if they were not able to, other members were to be recruited by the President.

6. Section Membership:

It was felt important to ensure that as many Public Health doctors as possible are members of the Section.  A recruitment drive will be implemented again to identify those who are not yet members.

7. AOB: 
The President again expressed her thanks and those of the Section to Ms. Helen Moore for her assistance and support during the year.  

The President then closed the meeting by thanking the Council and the members present for their support during her term in office and wishing the Section well.

Patrick O’Sullivan

April 8th, 2008
Appendix 1: Section Meetings 2007/2008.

RAMI Section of Epidemiology and Public Health Meetings

 
Date:  Thursday 22nd November, 2007 

Venue: RCPI, No Six Kildare Street, Dublin 2. 

Meeting: Jacqueline Horgan Bronze Medal Prize
Time: 2pm 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Date:   Thursday 17th January, 2008 

Venue: Frederick House, 19 Frederick Street, Dublin 2. 

Topic: “Safety in healthcare and aviation – can we learn from each other?” 

Speakers:

Mr. Jurgen Whyte, (Air Accident Investigation Unit)

Dr. Ailis Quinlan, (Clinical Indemnity Scheme, States Claims Agency)

Mr. Kevin Humphreys, (Irish Aviation Authority)

Followed by a panel discussion

Time 6.30pm for 7pm

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Date:                Thursday 21st February 2008 

Venue:             Frederick House, 19 Frederick Street, Dublin 2. 

Topic:  'Managing outbreaks in different settings'

Speaker: Dr. Margaret O'Sulllivan, Consultant in Public Health Medicine, Department of Public Health, HSE South.

Topic: 'Learning from the Investigation of a Crèche-related TB Outbreak'.
Speaker: Dr. Mary O'Meara, Specialist Registrar in Public Health Medicine, Department of Public Health, HSE Dublin North East.

Topic: 'TB outbreak in a school setting and the relevance of BCG'.
Time:  6.30 for 7pm 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

March 13th 2008 meeting postponed until April 3rd 2008

Date:  Thursday 3rd April, 2008 

Venue:  Frederick House, 19 Frederick Street, Dublin 2. 

Meeting:         Valedictory Address Dr. Joan O’Donnell

Topic: Pandemic Influenza and TB: Challenges for Ireland in the 21st Century

Time:  AGM at 5.30pm, address to follow immediately.

The AGM will take place at 6pm sharp followed by the Valedictory Address

